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point of view in Down the Years when  writing of
Mr. Bonar Law:

Up to this time (i.e. 1911) and, indeed, for some
time longer, our association had been particularly
close and I think he liked to have, and placed some
reliance, on my advice. But as the Irish question
became more acute and increasingly dominated the
political scene, thrusting Tariff Reform into the
background and causing him to drop the fight for
the food taxes, he naturally turned more and more
to Sir Edward Carson, with whose attitude in
regard to Ulster he was in complete and passionate
agreement, whilst he probably thought me luke-
warm as I thought him rash and his language
dangerous in the mouth of the leader of the Con-
servative Party, at some stages of the controversy.
We thus saw less of one another,, and I could not
but feel that he had withdrawn some part of his
confidence from me.

Mr. Chamberlain felt this very deeply when, in the
hope of placating the critics of Tariff Reform,
Mr. Bonar Law promised to defer the imposition of new
taxes on food in the event of the Conservatives being
returned to power at the next election. About the
same time Mr. Joseph Chamberlain decided that he
would not offer himself for re-election for West
Birmingham, and it was his express wish that his elder
son should take his place. This meant the severance of
a long connection with East Worcestershire, which
both member and constituents felt very deeply indeed.
"To me the strain was so great that I came out after a
short hour with them with a racking headache,"
Mr. Chamberlain wrote of the meeting at which he